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“Right Thinking = Good Feelings” Part 3

(The Mind that’s under Attack)

We will study: 

1.
Thoughts about God and Everyone Else

2.
The Mind that’s under Attack

Scripture Reading:      
2 Corinthians 10:5-6, Message Bible

I.
Good ‘Thoughts about God and Everyone Else’ are critical if we are to appropriate our character into God’s image.  

Mark 12:30-31, AMP

A.
Good thoughts of God’s goodness should be in the forefront of our thinking.  This will cause us to respond to one another with the heart of God.  

Hebrews 10:22, AMP

· God’s goodness has our trust in God.

· When we think of God being good, we eliminate negativity as a part of the equation.

· Thinking that God is good invites good feelings and good things to happen for us. 

· Thinking of the goodness of God causes us to praise Him for who He is, not for what He does for us. 

B.
Good thoughts about everyone else cause God’s peace to strengthen and protect us from ill feelings.  

Philippians 2:3-5, NIV

1.
Good thoughts about everyone else endure the offenses we may receive without taking it personal.  Our good thoughts can never be distorted with beliefs of bad feelings toward people which resulted from their bad behavior.   

Romans 15:1-6, NIV 

2.
To continue to feel good, there should be boundaries and principles applicable within our own personalities.  

Colossians 3:12-13, AMP

· Our boundaries protect what is good in us and the principles we live by inform us of how and what works in communicating with God and everyone else. 

· Our boundaries surround us with a love for people.  We are more apt to understand how vulnerable the flesh’s out of control nature can cause inappropriate behaviors. 

· The principles we apply mentally and emotionally are key to character development.     

II.
‘The Mind that’s under Attack’ is a method used in various ways to infiltrate us mentally and emotionally. Satan will pressure us at certain entry points of the soul to discourage us from following God’s ‘will.’  

Matthew 16:21-23, NIV

A.
Infiltration of the mind may happen as a result of not guarding the entry points of our soul.  Satan will suggest thoughts contrary to what God says but similar enough to influence us and cause our actions to be in opposition to God’s ‘will.’      

Genesis 3:5-7, NIV

1.
The mind is the gateway to our heart.  The heart feels (emotionally) whatever the mind conceives and believes it to be a reality.

Proverbs 4:20-23, NIV

2.
The mind is most valuable in that it relies on natural senses as a confirmation of our reality.  

2 Corinthians 4:18, AMP

B.
Thoughts are heard and felt by anyone who is spiritually sensitive.   

Matthew 9:1-5, NIV

1.
Our thoughts can convey the level of steadfastness in our faith.

James 1:5-8, NIV 

‘Double-minded’ refers to being two-spirited in your opinion or purpose.  It means that your mind is indecisive, wandering from one moment to the next.  It means that your mind is not in a fixed position of faith.

2.
A lack of stability in our mind will determine how we appropriate our relationship with God. Our standards will waver and make it difficult for us to approach God out of a pure heart. 
 

James 4:8, NIV, James 4:8, AMP

Conclusion:

God’s Word strengthens our boundaries to protect our heart with principles we can live by.  Good feelings are founded on the Word.  We must always remember ‘The Mind that’s under Attack’ will not cease.  Satan will never relinquish tactical warfare against our minds.  His desire is to pervert our minds and have us feel or believe God’s Word isn’t true.       

