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“Standing in the way of the Sinner” Part 3

(Let the Light Shine, Lifting up Jesus)

We will study: 

1.
Let the Light Shine
2.
Lifting up Jesus
3.
God revealed through ‘Us’

I.
The ‘Light’ of God shinning through us is a symbol of hope that inspires nonbelievers to have faith toward God.  Our ‘Light’ shinning within the darkness of this world is how God presents His case of redemption.  

Matthew 5:16, AMP    
· We are a reflection of God as light in the world.
· We carry the message of the light with a lifestyle that exemplifies the Kingdom of God residing in us.
· The world is able to witness and experience the implications of God’s light illuminating in our daily presentation of the ‘Gospel message’.
A.
The character of the Light has a distinct presence of God alive within it.  It is a living vibrant life full of the fragrance of God’s love.  

Ephesians 5:8-16, NIV

1.
God commanded Moses and the Israelites to have the light burning at all times.  The oil for the Light had come from pressed olives. 

Leviticus 24:2-4, NIV

2.
The oil is symbolic of the Holy Spirit and must be acquired if our light is to shine.

Luke 12:35-36, NIV

B.
The ‘Light’ characterizes us as sons under control and alert of our surroundings from a spiritual perspective. 

1 Thessalonians 5:5-6, NIV

· Sons of the ‘Light’ walk uprightly in the presence of sinners.

· Sons of the ‘Light’ will never act out of character.

· Sons of the ‘Light’ are one with God in their mind and spirit. The ‘Light’ is embedded deeply in the fabric of their being to subdue darkness. 

Psalms 97:11, Message Bible

II.
Lifting up Jesus is what draws nonbelievers to the truth and saves them from the effect of sin which is spiritual death or eternal separation from God.

John 12:32, NIV

‘Will draw’ refers to dragging someone or literally taking something for one’s self.  It means that Jesus will choose or elect those who are responsive to the call of salvation. 

1.
Jesus draws men to Himself through the preaching of the Word and the influence of His Spirit.

John 8:28, NIV

2.
The evidence of Jesus’ claim to be Christ (the Anointed One) was demonstrated after death and resurrection. 

Matthew 27:50-54, NIV

A.
What God reveals through ‘Us’ changes the world around us.

Colossians 1:27-28, Message Bible

B.
What God reveals through ‘Us’ reaches into the darkness of the hearts of men and conveys the grace of God. 

2 Corinthians 2:14-16, AMP

Conclusion:

We are the ‘Light’ God uses to reveal His grace to humanity.  As we ‘Lift Jesus’ up through the preaching of the Gospel and the lifestyle we live, Jesus will speak into the hearts of those who are lost and many will be saved.  It is when God is ‘Revealed in Us’ the world will know that Christ is Lord.
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