PAGE  
1

“Standing in the way of the Sinner” Part 1

(Glory Blockers)

We will study:

1.
The Glory  

2.
Glory Blockers

Scripture Reading:       

Exodus 33:18-23, NIV

· Glory refers to the weight and the splendor of God.

· Goodness refers to the beauty, gladness, and welfare of God. 

I.
The Glory was and is an outer manifestation in a cloud like appearance covering the Lord’s bodily form.  This enabled the Lord to dwell among the Israelites. 

Exodus 24:15-17, NIV

A.
God’s glory filled the earth as He did with Moses and among the Israelites.
 

Exodus 40:34-38, NIV

· These manifestations are directly related to God's self-disclosure and His intent to dwell among men. As such, they are commonly associated with his holiness. 

· God desires to dwell among us; to have his reality and his splendor known to us. 

· We must take account of the stunning quality of God’s holiness. We should use our faith and submit in obedience to let this character be manifested in us.  

Matthew 6:33, AMP


B.
‘Standing the way of the Sinner’ is a believer that associates with a lifestyle likened to that of a nonbeliever.  They keep company with nonbelievers in their acts of sin with no conviction.  

Psalms 1:1-2, AMP

II.
‘Glory Blockers’ are individuals who carry out acts that are detestable in the eyes of the Lord in service to Him.  The Lord’s judgment can be severe to the point of the loss of life.  


Ezekiel 9:1-6, NIV

A.
The Lord requires our worship to Him which provokes His glory; however, His requirement on how we are to approach Him should be of the purest form. 

Exodus 20:22-26, NIV

1.
It is significant that we are reminded that giving honor or glory to God who is deserving of respect, attention, and obedience is our responsibility. This worship should be from a pure heart in the Spirit of God.

John 4:23, Message Bible

2.
‘Glory Blockers’ stand the in way of non-believers through an uncommitted lifestyle in pursuit of worship.  Their lifestyle depicts a form of Christianity but their life has evidence that point to hypocrisy.    
2 Timothy 3:5, AMP   

B.
Our life should back up our honorable words to the Lord and when it does not it is hypocrisy of the highest form. 

Malachi 1:6-9, NIV
· Israel was again and again guilty of honoring God with her lips, while by their actions made him appear worthless. 

· The defamation of worship derives from our hearts. What is in our internal being (our heart) can pollute our worship through the mouth.  

· The mouth can only speak what the heart is already saying.

· This is hypocritical and the glory is unable to descend upon us.    

Matthew 15:7-11, NIV

Conclusion:

The Glory of God is the very person of God among us.  We should seek God’s glory and our heart should be pure during our worship to Him.  We can however, be the very reason God’s presence does not descend.  Our lifestyles can possibly be the ‘Glory Blocker’ that prevents the sinner from experiencing the goodness of God.
