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“God is in the Process of Making You” Part 1

(Building Character)

We will study: 

1.
Looking in the Mirror

2.
Building Character
Scripture Reading:         
Ephesians 4:17-27, NIV

I.
‘Looking in the Mirror’ reveals who we are without the mask of a fictional pretension. 
James 1:23-27, Message Bible

· There are three areas in our lives that we are to evaluate continually:

1. What and why we do things?

2. What motivates us in our thinking?

3. What are we doing to change for the better? 

· God’s Word plus application equals transformation. 

A.
The Word of God reveals the inner expressions of the soul’s hidden motives.

2 Timothy 3:16-17, AMP

1. 
The victims of error are those who commit acts of sin through ignorance.  

Mark 12:23-25, NIV   

· Ignorance is a key component that Satan uses to attack our mind.

· Ignorance disguises itself as a reasonable excuse for error.

· Ignorance supplies our character with deficiencies that produce an attitude of failure.     

2.
The Word is written to provide insight and encouragement on how we are to respond when our character is challenged. 

Romans 15:4-6, NIV
· Students of the Word are people of application.

· People of application are people of transformation. 
B.
God’s Word is not for our entertainment but it exposes what we are not willing to confess.  

Hebrews 4:12-13, AMP

II.
‘Building Character’ is the work of the inner soul transforming itself to have a distinguished identity which reflects the image of Jesus.   
1 Corinthians 13:8-13, Message Bible
· Character is one’s pattern of behavior or personality; it is the moral strength and fortitude that one lives by; it is a description of the qualities of a person. 

· Character is more than talk.  Anyone can say that he has integrity, but their action is the real indicator of their character.

· Our character determines who we are.

· Who we are determines what we do.

· What we do determines what is applied.

· We cannot separate our character from our actions.

A.
If our actions and intentions are continually working against each other, we should stop and look at our character to find out why.

2 Timothy 2:15-16, NIV

· Talent is a gift, but character is a choice.

· We create our character every time we make choices, such as:

1.
Choosing to cop out or dig out of a hard situation…

2.
Choosing to bend the truth or stand under the weight of it…

3.
Choosing to take the easy money or pay the price...

· The choices we make today continually create our character.

B.
To change our character with the help of God, we must make a deliberate act of self sacrifice.  

Ephesians 4:28-32, NIV

· To improve our character, we must do the following:

1.
Search for the cracks.  Spend some time looking at the major areas of your life (work, marriage, family, service, etc.), and identify anywhere you may have cut corners, compromised, or let people down.

2. Look for patterns.  

· Examine the responses that you just wrote down.

· See if there is an area where you have weaknesses…

· Examine to see if there is a type of problem that keeps surfacing…

· Detectable patterns will help you diagnose character issues…

3. Face the music.

· The beginning of character repair comes when you face your flaws…

· Secondly, apologize, and deal with the consequences of your actions.

· Thirdly, follow through with sincere apologies…

4. Rebuild. Create a plan that will prevent you from making the same mistakes again.

· We develop our character through what we learn and apply from God’s Word, not what we have heard only.

Conclusion:

To ‘Look in Mirror’ of God’s Word is a true indicator of a heart willing to transform.  ‘Building Character’ is hard work which demands commitment.  Character will never fail us in the midst of temptations, trials and tribulations.  Character is the strength that stands up for what is right when it is not popular.   

