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“Keys to the Abundant Life” 

(Spiritual Knowledge vs. the Knowledge of the World) Part 2

We will study: 

Spiritual Knowledge vs. the Knowledge of the World 

Scripture Reading:          
1 Corinthians 1:18-25, Message Bible

A.
The knowledge of the world is a system which relies on or refers to the elements of our natural senses.  This knowledge can’t interact with the Spirit of God and it does not have access to the mysteries of the Kingdom.        
1 Corinthians 2:10-15, Message Bible

· Spiritual Knowledge vs. the Knowledge of the World is in conflict with one another.  

· The knowledge of the world is acceptable to our mind because it identifies with the system of this world. 

· The system of this world was created by Satan to distort and extract the knowledge of God from our consciousness.

· The battle to winning over the world’s system starts with the mind.  The human mind should become subordinate to God. (Dr Gloria Williams)  

1.
Spiritual knowledge, when acquired, will reveal to us the mysteries of the kingdom and God is pleased. 

Romans 8:6-8, AMP

· The knowledge of the world neutralizes 
our sensitivity to spiritual things.

· The knowledge of the world restricts or controls the mind to the captivity of its surrounding.   

2 Kings 6:17, NIV

2.
To live by the standards within God’s kingdom, we are required to have His knowledge which defies the conventional mindset of the world.     

2 Corinthians 10:2-5, NIV

· Strongholds refer to ideas or thoughts which convey reasoning opposite the mind of God. 

· Imagination is reasoning or a thought as translated in Romans 2:15, it is suggestive of evil intent, not of mere reasoning; ‘Imaginations’ in 2 Corinthians 10:5, suggests the contemplation of actions as a result of the verdict of conscience. In other words, people make decisions from the knowledge they have within. 

B.
Spiritual knowledge is found in Christ Jesus.  He was contrary in His thinking than those of the spiritual leaders of His day. 

Colossians 2:3, AMP

1.
Jesus’ teachings were directives which inspired His students not to use the law as a means to get even with someone.  He exposed their hidden motives of justification.     

Matthew 5:19-22, NIV

2.
What is spiritual sometimes makes no sense.  Many times the symbolic relationship of natural things has spiritual significance.   

John 6:53-56, 

NIV

a.
When the mind can’t conceive or understand what is spiritually conveyed, it rejects it.

John 6:60-63, NIV

b.
When we are spiritually in tune with the Holy Spirit, we stop all the logic of our mind from interfering with the will of God.      

John 6:67-69, NIV

C.
Spiritual knowledge matures us to relate to the difficulties we may encounter.  Worldly knowledge will protect the interest of self, though it may cause confusion.
    
1 Corinthians 3:1-3, NIV

Conclusion:

‘Spiritual Knowledge vs. the Knowledge of the World’ is at war in the hearts of many.  The battle of controlling the mind is ongoing, however, with each of us submitting to the Holy Spirit through God’s Word, we obtain a knowledge that defies the carnal and worldly knowledge which destroys the soul.    

