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“Unity in the Body of Christ” Part 4
(Keeping out Division)

We will study:
Keeping out Division

Unity is a single, separated thing, a harmony, an agreement, a group or body formed by this as an effort to produce.

Scripture Reading: 

Romans 12:4-10, NIV, Ephesians 4:4-7, NIV

A.
Unity retained among the members of the Body of Christ is done by keeping out division.  Division destroys the synergy, the excitement, and the momentum of any church or organization.  When there is unity, it strengthens our love, loyalty, and the concern we have for one another.

Proverbs 6:16-19, AMP

1.
Where there is division among God’s people, impulsive passions get out of control. Carnality begins to surface and the work of God ceases to be productive; lives are not redeemed through the preaching of the gospel.

1 Corinthians 3:1-4, NIV

2.
We must render peace, harmony, and love as a priority in validating our faith as Christians.  We keep out division because it is deadly to our soul.   

1 Corinthians 1:10-12, Message Bible, 2 Corinthians 13:11-12, NIV

B.
Division is the fruit of all our frustration, disappointment, hurt, anger, bitterness, impulsive desire, failure, jealousy, and lastly, a lack of trust in God.   

James 4:1-2, AMP

1.
Here are behaviors we can promote to keeping out division from among us. 

· Pray for all the saints 

Ephesians 6:18, NIV

· Confess our faults and pray

James 5:16, NIV

· Let the peace of God rule in our hearts

Colossians 3:15, NIV

· Let God’s Word control our actions

Colossians 3:16, NIV

· Love your neighbor as yourself

John 13:34, NIV

· Practice the golden rule
Matthew 7:12-14, NIV

· Extend mercy 

Luke 6:36, NIV

· Speak well of everyone

Romans 12:14-16, NIV

· Do what is right
Romans 12:17-21, NIV 

· Don’t interfere with other people’s affairs

2 Thessalonians 3:11, AMP

· Don’t agitate other people

2 Corinthians 12:20, NIV

2.
Keeping out division begins and ends with our heart’s pursuit of peace, joy, love, and the Holy Spirit.

Romans 15:13, NIV

Conclusion:

Keeping out division is something we pursue with the help of the Holy Spirit. Everyone working together and doing what is right will unify the Body of Christ.  Jesus prayed that we might become one with Him and our heavenly Father.  Though the devil desires to divide us, he will never overcome us as we stand together in faith.

