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‘Righteous Living’ Part 4

(Expecting the Lord’s return)

We will study: 

Expecting the Lord’s return 

Scripture Reading:

Matthew 25:1-13, NIV
A.
Righteous living is what prepares us for the return of the Lord.  We anticipate with a readiness of heart the Day of Judgment to be upon us at anytime.    

2 Peter 3:9-18. NIV
1.
The righteous are forever before the Lord, whether alive in this life or in death naturally, passing on to an eternal existence as we know it; they are in the Lord’s presence.    

Romans 14:7-11, NIV
2.
Righteous living translates to abandoning our way of life to follow the Lord.  We should forsake everything which could hinder us from pleasing God.
Matthew 19:27-29, NIV
B.
The separation of the righteous and the unrighteous is described in the scripture as an end time event before the destruction of the world.  There will be a clear distinction of the wicked (unsaved, sinner, unrighteous) and the righteous (saved believers in Christ). 

Matthew 13:47-50, NIV

· When Jesus Christ returns to earth to fight the battle of Armageddon, Revelation 19:11, He will separate believers and unbelievers already on the earth. 

· These are living people who are not a part of the church (which were already in heaven) or Israel. 

· These Gentiles will be dealt with in righteousness: the saved will enter into the kingdom, but the unsaved will be cast into the furnace of fire. The same idea is found in the "sheep and goats" parable, Matthew 25:31-34.
Matthew 25:32-34, NIV
1.
The Church has a mixture of individuals who profess Christ as their Savior and Lord.  They are known as the wheat and the tares coexisting as believers but one of them is only pretending. 

Matthew 13:24-30, KJV

· Who are the tares? They are those who outwardly profess religion, but inwardly reject it.

· They are in likeness to wheat which makes tares especially mischievous.

· Why are there tares? The reason is brief -- "An enemy hath done this." It is Satan's chief triumph to hinder Christ's work by false brethren, 2 Corinthians 11:13-14.

· What to do with tares?  Nothing, the Lord will separate them when the time is right.  This will prevent those who are wheat from becoming uprooted through their personal interactions.

2.
We are awaiting the Lord’s return to approach at any moment.  The promise of His return encourages us to remain righteous because it is the criteria for our eternal salvation and to receive our new bodies.  

1 Thessalonians 4:15-18, NIV
· The dead in Christ will rise to receive their new bodies.  Afterward the believers who are alive will be ushered up before the Lord with new bodies as well.

1 Corinthians 15:51-53, NIV
· Righteous living is the standard required for us to experience this final transformation.  Therefore, expecting the Lord’s return is pressed upon us, if we are to live with the Lord for all eternity.
Conclusion:

Righteous living goes beyond us becoming a member of a church.  We must live a life pleasing before God as well as to retain our righteousness.  If we are expecting the Lord’s return, it will strengthen us through times of temptation and can encourage others to have the same expectation.  There will be a separation one day.  Let us keep our focus on living holy, allowing righteousness (doing what is right) to be our aim.     

